[image: image1.wmf]
Dear SMS Band Parents and Students,


Each year, students in the band program at Sanford Middle have an opportunity to grow as individual musicians and participate in the FBA Solo and Ensemble Festival. Solo and Ensemble is a chance for students to prepare a solo or group piece on their instrument and perform for a FBA adjudicator. Students will receive constructive feedback on his/her performance to help them grow on their instruments and as musicians. After hearing the performance, the adjudicator will determine an appropriate rating. The ratings are as follows: Superior, Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor . Students who receive a “Superior” rating will be rewarded a Superior medal, which they will receive at the Band Awards Night at the end of the year. Students will also receive extra credit for participating in this event. The festival will take place on two separate days, February 24th and 25th.

To prepare for the festival, students must:

· Select a pre-approved solo unless they are taking lessons from a private teacher

· Practice with the director at least two times and rehearse an accompanist at least twice before S&E. Sign-ups will be posted on the band room door.

· Pay the festival fee per entry before the performance ($5 per entry)
Before the Solo and Ensemble event, students will be given their 10-minute time slot for their performance on either Friday the 24th or Saturday the 25th. Students must write down their scheduled time and judge’s name so they know where to report upon arriving at the school.  Students must provide their own transportation. Please leave early enough so that the student is ready outside their designated room at least 20-minutes prior to playing. Please keep in mind that this is a performance, students should wear proper attire (i.e. Sunday best. NO jeans, shorts, or tennis shoes). Concessions will be sold at the host site. Directions to the performance site will be available in the band room. 

I hope that each and every one of you will consider this great opportunity to grow individually and to be recognized for your hard work. To sign up, please return the appropriate informational sheet to Ms. Kinion before January 15, 2012.
Sincerely,

Kathleen Kinion

Band Director

407-320-6195
